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Pfalm'1 19. 106. 
Old. Tranſlation, 


] bave fern, and am ftedfaſtly purpoſed,, ta, keep 
thy righteous Judgments. 


' New Tranſlation, 


I bave ſworn, and I will perform it,. that I. will, kee | 
thy righteous Judgments, F 


ESE arc the Words of King David; 
and the Saying is the more remark- 
able, by © reaſon of the Condition of 
Nh __ For, the more Power, Oppor- 
eunity, Temptation there is to break God's 
, the greater is the Vertue of 


xeligioully obſerving them. 
This 


. 
ys 
— + 


A Sermon concerning 


Judgments... 


Four things well worthy our notice. 


This Prince was a Debtor to the Law, as 
one who had enter'd into-Covenant with: the 

Gad of Iſradl; he renew'd this obligation as 

often as, by the hand of the Sacrificer, he pre» 

ſented an Offering to him. When he came -to 

the. Throne, he underſtoog, (no doubt). from. the 

Book of God, to.-which he was” n6 Sttariger, 
Pewt.17.18, thatit was his Duty to write out a-Copy- of God's 
"> Law, and to keep, it by bm, and to readin it, 
at. convenient Scafons , all the days of bis. life, 

L in order to his better obſerving the Contents of 
/4 132- it, He was in many Troubles, and thoſe Troubles 
| (both Publick and Private).were, alſo; exceed- 
ing great ; and he made many Solemn Pro- 

miles to that God who could alone. ſupport; 

- comfort, and deliver him ;. and by theſe he 

-- firengthned his Obedience. Of ſuch Holy 
Reſolutions he hath given ſome account in the 

Words of the Text, Saying, I have ſwhorn, 

and am ftedfaſtly purpoſed. , © to keep thy righteous 


In this Pjous, Declaration; are. contained 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, Herein is taken for granted a poſſibili- 
ty of keeping the La of :God.” | That is, accord» 
ing-to themeafures of 2 ſintere Man, and by 
the: aſliſtance'of 'Go@'s" Grace ; * for withour 
himwe carido nothing. F 'David was a'Man of 
better Underſtanding, then'to take an 'impoſh- 
bilicy upon him ; -and of greater Piety then 
ro aſſume to* himſelf a Power of doing that 
which was righteous, and, in its nature, poſſi- 
ble, without the help of his God. 


- Secondly, We have here: ſuppoſed the eternal 
Equity of God's Commands, ' which are called 
Righteous Judgments 3 they being the Reſults, 
not of the Arbitrarineſs , but' the* Counſel of bis 
Will 30, 


Thirdy, Here' is farther ſuggeſted” the Rulf 
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| ſuch things as God himlelf has enjoyned in his 
Ryghteos Puig awe, ANTS 


'Fourtbly, The Royal Plainift dim here ex- 
prefzly ſer forth a ER Gatos and fixed Reſoluti- 
on I obeying theſe Poſſible, theſe. juft and 
reaſonable Lawz of that God . whole Wiſdom 
and Clemency are.equal to. his Pawes. 1 have 
js; ad an edt pore, oh ti gt 


OKs Judgments. Þ- 
od ni ag the laft of theſe faur Points for 
| my, reſent Subje, deſigning to Diſcourſe (by 


nce concerning Holy Re30LutiAOnN, 
bening of. 0 Or: in,our;xe- 


Inthe Firſt place, ral gee into the Nas 
re of Reſoluion. Then, | 
Sacaidy, "Tſhall ſhew how uſclul, how ;n& 


 celfary aftcadfaſt Holy Pope Kia de cou 
&f cur Lives.” 


. hes 
Third, 
—— 0 


Thirdly, .T ſhall;.conclade. with a Hearty 
Exhortatiog,to: this. Praftice ; endeavouring 
ſo to move. you to it, .that..you, being true 
to your Religious Obligations, may finally 
obtain the Fruit. of the -exceeding great and. 
precions Promiſes of, that; God, and, that, 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, with whom there. is no 
variableneſs nor ſhadow of | turning. 


Firft, For, the Nature of Reſolution, it 
may be deſcxibd as.;an A&, or Habit of 
the . Mind, ; as determined with ſtrength, 
vigour and ſteddineſs towards ſome Obye, 
concerning which it was formerly doubtful, 
or towards which it was either indifferent or 
averſe. - It; is, the, Applieatian of, the Will 
to Buſineſs, im the Opinion of ſome Mo- 
raliſts.. :It is the Bent of the Mind which 
ſetteth on work the other Powers. Ir.is, 
s' 1 were, the Seal. of. the inclination. 
St;, Peter. ſeems to. defcribe;it as the fortify- 


ng oft the Soul, 10 theſe Words, foraſmuch x S, Pet. 4. * 


B as 


| &c brift bath . ſuffered | for us .m the fleſb, 


ARM jonr | ſelves,” likewiſe, -with . the ſame 
mind ; of, with © the like force 'of Holy 
Reſolutiofr, ReſoIntiox eonfidered. in it 
ſFf, is | neither Good. nor (Evil bar jt 
is either, according to the matter and the 
degree of it. It 1s of a like Natwe 
with Zeal; which, fo. long as it ' is exer- 
cisd in a g@o0d matter, and with dne tem» 
per, is very commendable and' uſeful ; but, 
ft @ bad Cauſe, it is .a moſt pernicious 
Inſtrumche E and, like Fire in an undue- 
place, the ' fibre it rageth, it is the more 
deftruGive, WINY 


:"The - Reſolntian which I am: to. recom» 
metid, hach' Avhpiog for its ObjxG,.- and: 
Diſcreti6n' for its Texeper. Fo be frem- 
ptory it & 'Frifle is great folly and” weak- 
nels; To be reſolute in any Brutal 
way is' high Ithpiety 3 To be: moved by 
che Reaſon of the Caſe is juſt Compli- 
'ahvt; To be Redfaſt and unmoveable in 
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our Duty to God, and” other; and; ur * 
{elves 1s Reſolution cr uly. and | properly {o 
_— : :--; a 


To fuch a ſort of Felolution there 
are feveral Diſtempers in 'the Mind, 
Will and AﬀeCtipns which oppoſe” rthem- 
ſelves. TE | if | 


The Firft is Sightneſs, Carelefneſs and 
Ind:flerency of Temper, which cauſeth ſolic- 
tle regard to be had to Perſons, or Things, 
even thole of the greateſt moment, that it 
neither 1ſetteth the Heart wpon them or 

inſt them. Such was the diſpoſition of 


allio the Deputy of Achaig. Though 4. :8. 15. 


He was a Man in' Authority, and ac- 
quainted with the Riot” of which the 
Greeks were guilty in the Caſe of Soſt- 
benes,' yet he CARED for none of theſe 


Things | 


B 2 The 


The: Second is, H. eſttaricie and 'doubt- 
fulneſs of Mirzd, a kind of balting betwixt 
God and Baal ;, a Spirit, not wrought np 
to that witch of ' Reſolution, ro which 
1 Kings 18. the Prophet Elijah would . hve the Pur- 
S poſe to riſe, in his Expoſtulation with 
the double minded Men of his Time ; 
how long -halt. ye between Two Opinions ? 
If ihe Lord be God, follow him : But, if 
Baal, then follow him. 


f 


A Third Oppoſite, is Fickleneſs and Inſta- 
bility ;-- an humour which . abounds 
where the. Imagination governs, That be- 
ing pleasd - not ſo much. with _ Things 
which -are really good, as. with tholc 
«hich are new. Thus ſome of the Iſrae- 
lites affeted novelty in. Worſhip more 
than the Heathen themſelves. This mov'd 
the Prophet to upbraid them on this' man- 
ner, hath a Nation © changed their Gods, 

which 
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which are yet no Gors ? but my Peophe 
hawe' chang'd their GLORY for :hat which 
doth not profit. | 


A Fourth - Diſtemper is --Eafinefs of 
Diſpoſuion ,, and good . Natire, eommonty 
indeed, but 'very falſly- fo called. © The 
Perfons whom God hath formed out of 
this ſofter Clay, go on tolerably well 
when ( they 'are lett - to Themlelves 4 
but they are ſoon © drawn afide +by the 
Ordinary . Perſuaſions of 'Others, and 
much 'more by their Importunities. Some 
Gentle Entreaties, \. and - ſeemingly Kind, 
but © Deceitfu] Words, - bring them off 
from their Judgments --and. -good Pur- 
poſes. One of theſe :Eifie ' Perſons is 
the Simple One | deſcribed in (the Seventh 


Chapter 'of *the Proverbs. ' The ' Harlot , fro: 7: 7, 


with her *niuch -fair - Speech, - 'cauſed him 
to yield; with the flattering of ber Lips 
ſbe forced bim. And He went gfter her 
ftraightway, 


— 


wm i, , 
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ſtraightway, as ant Oxe - gocth to the Slaugh- 
ter, or"as a Fool'"'to the Corrcdlion of the 
Stocks. 0's FRAY | 


A Fifth Diftemper which hindreth  Re- 
ſolution, is Weakneſs and Faivtneſs of 
Pwrpoſe, whence divers © expreſs - them- 
ſelves wm Phraſes of defre- rather then of 
Bent and fixedneſs of mind. They _ ſay, 
we wiſh, we avould, we would be glad 
to have it jo; But there are not Nerves 
ſtrong enough in their Hearts to cape 
them to proteſt, ( tho in'a gc 
and neccflary matter oy they —- 
folvd, and peremptorily determived. A- 
grippe 1s repreſented, in the Aﬀs of the 
Apoſtles, as a Man 'of Juth a Temper. 
He ſaid '\unto Paul (who ipake with a 
force of Evidence nat to be relalied by 
a teachable Mind) ALMOST Thou per- 

deft me to he @ Qlriflcau. To- 
that Apoſtle thus dexarouſly.apply'd hinſel ; 
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I would..i0 Goll that not. only Thou. but 
alſo all that hear me this Day, , were 
both ALMOST and ALTOGETHER 
ſucb as I am, except theſe Bonds. 


. Sixthly, Nigh- to: the-,Nature of the 
forementioned - Evil, is that of Fearfut- 
neſs and - Cowardice, my reference to the 
Difficulties which. Men muſt go tho- 
rough, if they will enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Men, in whom 
this. Paſſion FR ſtare out of tho 
ftreight way ,, as ſoon as they << 
the Crok = though. it be at fome by 
ſtance from them, They do indeed take 

.. a Reſolmtiom, but ig is, to go no 
further then They. ſhall be attended by 
Eaſe and - Safety ; by: Worldly Pleaſuce, 
Profit and Honour. When Perſecution a- 
raſeth by reaſon of the Word or Goſpel. 
of Chriſt, by and by they are offended. 
They ſtumble at the AfitiQtiov, and for- 
lake. 


"Temas evncerning 


lake a good Cauſe -rather than ſuffer for 


"Wo 


Fer. 18-12, 
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| Laſtly, There is a Temper, which (it 


is'rrue) is a pretence to Reſolution, but 
it 'ts as different from}: it as: thoſe” others 
which I have named; That, 1s'to lay, 
Wilfulneſs, Stubborineſs or FPervtrſene)s , 
which . maintains the ſame Stiffneſs, be 
the matter what it will. This arifeth; 
partly from Soxreneſs in | the frame of 
the Body , - partly from Ignorance. which 
firſt blindeth Men, -and, then makes 
them confident in a falle; way ; - and 
parily from - Pride which 1s very afſum- 
ing and Dogmatical, and will not: ſuf- 
fer a Man either to fee his Milſtake:, 
or, When it 18” ſeen by: him, [to; own 
it. Of this Refractory, Stomackful and 
Reſtive Humour were divers Jews, in. the 
Days. of Jeremiah, who were reſphtite with» 
out Reaſon, ſaying, We will certainly. do 
what- 


ſures of our mouth, 
And yet every F ing which proceeded out of 


it was far from being Oracle. 


- Hitherto I haye confider'd the Natwe 
of Reſolution z ; and thoſe. Diltempers in the 
Faculties, Paſſions, and Tempers of men, 
which are Enemies to it. 


It is time, in the 

Second Place, To bring under our Con- 
fideration, the Uſefulneſs and the . Neceſ- 
ſity of fuch Purpoſes as are both Wiſe and 
Holy, Firm and Stedfaſt, in the Courſe of 
on Lives, in order to the obtaining the 

End of. -our Hopes, the Salvation ef our 


Sends, 


* Here then [ lay down theſe Two Things, 


Fiſt, There is great Power and Serengrh 
in. -Reſolution., | 4) 6 


C | Secondly, 


Secondly, We have need of all che AMR- 
ance that it can poſſibly give. vs, towards 
the performing of our Duty. 


In order to That, there is great Force in 
the 'Refolution which is Natural , and 
much more in that which is Moral and 


Religions. 


1ſt. There is great Force in that kind of 
Reſolution which is-but Natural. | 

This appears from Experience , which 
ſhews us daily, That the Reſolute diſcou- 
rage all others ; and are by nothing diſcou- 
raged themſelves. | 

This is alſo ſhew'd by the very Nature of 
Reſolution before explain'd ; for it is the For- 
titude of the Mind in executing its Deſigns ; 
it knitteth thoſe Powers of it, in which, 
before, there was a luxation. It is cer- 
rain | thar there is great Difficulty often- 
times in reſolving, but when we are once 
refolyed , our Trouble is well-nigh over. 
The 
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The main Point is gained when we have 
gained the Will, The Wall of Jeruſalem Nehem. 
( faith the Book - of Nehemiah ) went for- 4-5: 
ward, becauſe the "o_ had a mind to 

the work, We are at firſt like Children 

who ſtand trembling upon the brink of 

a River ; they deſire ro ſtep in, bur they 

fear to do fo; and ho ſooner have- the 

done it, but the Fear 'vaniſhes, and Re- 
freſhment and Pleaſure ſucceed. 


Likewiſe , The Power -of Natural Reſolu» 
tion is manifeſt, from that Reverence which 
every mait has naturally for his own Mind ; 

I mean every man who is not become 
brutiſh by evil cuſtom , and in whom the 
very.Ruins of Underſtanding are, not pe- 
riſhed.” ''An-uneaſineſs ariſes in the-minds 

of 'thoſe. who' deliberately break their ow 
meaſufes, and live in a war with" cheir 

own Judgmetits and Purpoſes. St. Paul 
complainah of the'' wretchedneſs of his ron. 7; 
tate,” whilft his 'Aﬀections :and *Appefites 19- 

LING C 2 did 


A Sermon concerning 


did in ſuch ſort overrute-the- Purpoſes 'of 
his Mind, that the - good which 'he would do, 
that he did not , and the .evil which he ' would 
not. do, that be- did. There is naturally 
more Greatneſs' in the Mind,” than to be 
willing ſolemnly -co give' ic ſelf the: Lye ; 
to make' Promiles to it elf, and then pre- 
ſently.ro break them. Stedfaſtneſs there- 
fore is many times 'the effect of Holy 
Vows and Purpoſes, becauſe ic is Pain 
and Grief to the Mind to be a daily 
witneſs of its owa Inſtability ; ro bluſh, 
as' it were, before it ſelf, and: to be con- 
demned by - its own Evidence, in its own 


Tribunal. 


_ Again, The Strength of Natural: Refolu- 
tion does in ' ſome bo appear from the 
render ſenſe men have of their Reputation. 
Their Good Name is dear 'to them, and 
a Point of Honour is that on which they 
naturally infift : Now all Weakneſs is 
diſhonourable ; and co vow and reſolve, 

and 


do 
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nat proſecuting, that which y was , on:-good. 
round, Redfaſtly, purpoled, bes” this 


nfirmity (if 1 may call;j ſa ſoft. 
name.) i. ad of by, a ON # 
preſently to ſhame. and cont”; 

Now, if there be ſo much force i in, the 
Reſolution which is. natural, there may be much 
more, in. that. which .is. moral. ond nliboi- 
Even. where the. ence s deprav'd in 
ſame degree, but. nge wholly, wilted ; ey 
as have made- holy Vows, and are wi (4 
ro break them, Goofs” notwithſtanding, not 
ſeeni_rq bteak cher gente col ves, . 
ſ RR wh eld; ould 46 9 ts L 

y = pA jr 6 ſe # 
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geſted by the $ So phiftry of a deceirfyl Heart; 
not-' being able” to endure tie os of a 
downright Refleftion. | 

' Where the: Conſcience remains pure and 
undefiled,, Holy Men are fill, with" more 
erue ſtrength, aſbſted in their Duty by their b 
Religious Purgol Is | 


For firſts: Such have'a mighty veneration 
for' the Great' God, and fear to trifle with 
ſo ' Sacred. a Majeſty , by taking up his 
Name in _ by. a frequent chahge of 
yea into/ gy y.vawing -and; reſolviog and 
then Cr, Informichthar the weaker 
ſort of ſincere Chriſtians do dread to break 
a Vow, even becauſe it is a Yow, though 
haſtily made, a6d with inadvertence; chu- 
ſing racket co*be Martyrs to their own In; 
diſcretion , than 'to* depirt from 'thar -Pro- 
miſe which they, made, -in the hear of. bo 
Zeal, in the name of bim before whom 
they: crerhible , the Everlaſtmg God}; 'Fgj Fi 
ful ;and” Tiff, Fri ko A fete, dud 


for ever. 


ve 
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' Secondly, Religion is the higheſt Principle 

by which men can at; there'is therefore 
in holy, Reſolution the greateſt ſtrength. 
The Religious have for their ſcope the beſt 
and higheſt Ends and Intereſts, thee Glory of 
God, who is the Chief Good, the benefit 
of "all Reaſonable Creatures, the pre- 

ſeat and. Everlaſting. Happineſs *of their 
Perſons; and True Relipioti is. a certain 


way to theſe bleſfed Ends. Now, if they i Tim. 
that wilt be rich ini this World , decline no 6: 9 


Labours, run all. manner of Hazards , are 
not. diſcourag'd by Rocks and Shelves, 
Waves and Tempefts, ' or Pirates in effe 
as dangerous as they ; whilſt chey aim on- 
ly at-things Temporal , which'perifh in 
& uſing ; ſhall 'not thoſe. have prearer 
Courage and firmer Reſolution, who' pro- 
poſe to themſelves the obtaining Theaſures 
which fade not away , and may. fully de- 
pend upon the Promiſes; of Gad in well- 
doing, and on. the Grace of his blef- 
ſed Spirit for the enabling ' them 'to -do 
well, 
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well, if they are not wanting to the Power 
already given them 2? 


0bj. Bur I expect that it ſhould be ob- 
jeted, That all this ſort of Reaſoning , 
if it be admitted to be ſpecious, is not- 
withſtanding falſe. For ( as they may 
continue to ſpeak) the Purpoſes of Man- 
kind are vain and uncertain. They va- 
niſh ; as the morning dew upon the glir- 
tering of a new Temptation, Is it not 
daily obſeryed, . that divers who are in 
danger of death , and dread to go forth 
into a-vaſt Eternity, afrer having lead 
immoral Lives, do weep and pray , and 
make many- Proteſtations of becoming 
new. men , if- God ſhall be pleaſed to 
ſpare and reftore them ? And when God 
has reſtor'd them, the World has 'been 
convinc'd, that all their Tears, and Pray- 
ers, and Promiſes, were the effets of 
Fear ; and they have return'd at once to 
their Health, and.to their Vices. 

| Anſwer. 


To this it may be anſ{wer'd. 


Firſt, That if Men will not be altogether Anſwer, 


Chriſtians by--the help, of Holy Purpoſes, 
they will be much leſs ſuch without them. 
If there is not force enough in chem per- 
fetly to amend the Lives of Men, yet, how- 
ever, they are ſome check and reſtraint to 
them. And he who ſays a-Cord is ſtrong, 
does not pretend to ſay, that it is impoſſible 


to be broken. 


Secondly, Thoſe Men who are ſo falſe to 
their Vows, and fo unſtable in their Ways, 
are to be thought not to have built their 
Purpoſes upon a right Foundation. Perhaps 
the-- Foundation wanted Breadth. It may be, 
they  refolved- againſt many Sins, but not 
againſt chat which did moſt eaſily beſet them, 
and was moſt agreeable to Fleſh and Blood, 
And this One evil Spirit left: in yn 
may have brought back all the re 


D Per- 


vicace” 
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® Plin. lib. 10. 
_, Ep. 97. Fer: 
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Perhaps the Foundation wanted Firmneſs, 
They might take up their Reſolutions in the 
heat of their Aﬀe ion, which- is ſuddenly 
kindled, and ſaddenly dies; AWAY. 


But, for ſuch as have hated every Evil 
way, and, upon the moſt mature Delibe- 
ration, dedicated chemſelves; Souls and Bo- 
dies, ro Chrift without any reſerve -it-' is 
not likely that they ſhould be fo anſted- 
dy, and ſo much given to change for the 
worſe. Among the Primitive Chriſtians 
there were Armies of Martyrs who Were 
fairhful to -the Death, Plivy * reproach'd 
them as Obtinate, but their Perſeverance a- 
roſe from -the Streegth of there Faith ,the 
Heartineſs -of their Love, their Sincere Re- 
ſolutiory ro' keep their Bap Vow; it 
deſpight of the World, the Fleſh , and 
the Devil-; ard ( that which made all 
theſe effefttal /) the B Uurneranges Grace 
of God, --' 


Now 


- 


—— 
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_ Now, if there, be any Strength in natu- 
ral Reſolution, ,aad more! in! that which is 
Moral and Religious '( and more ſtill there 
muft be” when one is added-to the 'other) 
certainly ir is our Wiſdom to, bigd our 
ſelyes wich this double Cord ; for we have 
need of all the Aſſiſtance we' can : poſſibly 
get, and-that is a Second Conjideration,., 


We come .into the World with. ſegſual 
Inclinations, Our natural - Paſſions are apt 
to move with intemperate Violence. Our 
Luſts and Appetites, till Reaſon and Grace 
ſubdue them , are ſtrong and impetuous. 
Our. Mind 5, -generally;. {peaking , over 
grown very” early with che Prejudices and 
Indiſcretions of Youth ;  we-,are fuft accu- 
ſtomed to Folly and Vanity, before we 
are . acquainted with . Chriſtian Piety , and 
ſolid Vertue ; - ang, co many ,itl Cuſtoms 
we .are united:, as. . the Soul is to the 

ES ns Body, 


— 
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Body, with a very intimate Union, though 
we know not how. Our Senſes and Fan- 
cy treaſure up. many idle, extrayagant, 
and deceitful Images. This World, be- 
ing preſent, hath great Influence . upon 
our Senſe and Imagination , whilſt Faith 
is the Evidence of Things not ſeen. All pla- 
ces abound with evil Men, who live with- 
out God 'in the World , and who by hurtful 
Perſuaſions, and bad Examples, entice the 
Unwary into a wicked Confederacy with 
themſelves ; and there are Legions of ſpi- 
ritual  Enzmies , who envy God the Glory , 
and Man the Happineſs of a ſober , righte- 
#5, and godly Life. | 


Wherefore , in ſo many and fo great 
Perils, amidſt which che Frailty of our Na- 
ture 'is apt to ſupplant our Faith , it be- 
hoves us 'to uſe all manner of good means 
(and therefore, amongſt others that of holy 
Reſolution) that, by God's Bleſſing upon 
ſuch Inſtrumerits, we” may be fupported 'in 
all Dangers , and carried ſafe through ' all 

| Tempra- 
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Temprations. To the ſpeedy Uſe, there- 
fore, of a boly Purpoſe, 1 proceed, in 
the 


. Third Place, to exhort you, beſeeching 
you, as Barnabas did thoſe of Antioch, that, a8s11. 5. 
with full purpoſe of heart you would cleave 
unto the Lord ; the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Ir is 
true, as to the general End of Man, which 
1s his Perſonal Happinels, there is no need 
of any vehement Perſuaſive to it; no great 
need of Deliberation and Reſolution of 
Mind. Nature it ſelf hath fix'd and de- 
rermined this Point, that it is as neceſſary 
ro be happy, as it is to be ar all (a), () andron.| 
But Mankind is not ſo ſtedfaſtly reſol- pigt hes 
ved upon the Means as the End: Divers 8 ts 
would be happy hereafter as Angels and Yui 
Saints, ard yer live here as Beaſts. Bur, __ 
without a holy Purpoſe, and a ſutable Per: 
formance, no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. Take, 
therefore, to you Words, and ſay with jo. 24. 15. 
Joſhua , - as for Me and my Houſe, we WILL 
ferve the Lord, Ule the Language of Ba- 


laam ; 
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Numb, 2. 18. 


Jer- 309. 3 Is 


laam ; but let it proceed outi of a more 
righteous Heart: *If any one would give 
©* me his Houſe full of Silver and Gold , I 
© cannot go beyond the Word of the Lord 
© my God, to doleſs or more, With Caleb 
and Joſhua follow the Lord, wholly and you 
will enter into a better Land of Promiſe than 
they ar firſt did, Engage your Hearts to ap- 
proach unto the Lord, and he will draw 
nigh unto you , and make what you do 
to proſper. 


In purpoſing on this manner, be pleaſed 
to obſerve thele few DireCtions : 


Firſt, When Difficulties in Religion diſ- 
courage you, oppole Neceſſity to them, ſay- 
ing, Let come on it what will, we my 
ſerve God, we muſt ſave our Souls. Tt muſt 
be confefſed, that when thoſe who have 
been enchanted with finful Pleaſures, begin 
to think of reforming themſelves, there is a 
great ftrife berwixt the Fleſh and the Spi- 
rit, and they are ready to think they can- 


nor 
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not by any means get the Victory, and they 


cry out with Anxiety, and lay, Men and Bre- 
thren, what ſhall we do? What ſhould they 
do? Doubtleſs they ſhould encourage them- 
ſelves in God , who is greater than thoſe 
who are againſt them, and will come in to 
their Aid, if they pray to him, and repear 
their Holy Vows in ſtncerity of Heart. Ir 


— 


cannot be denied, bur that the firſt Steps in 


our Afﬀcent towards Chriftian PerfeRion are 
very laborious ; but in due time we fhall 
make good Progrels it we faint not. S. Paul, 
when at hieft he found his Mind ftrugling 
berwixt Grace and Nature, cried ont as a 
Man in great diſtreſs, who ſhall deliver me 
from the body of this Death ? Yet ar length 
the Grace 'of God did catry his Reſolittion 
to ſuch a Degree of Power, that he chang'd 
his Complainc into: the Triumph of theſe 
Words, T can do all: things through Chrift, who 


ſtrengthens me. 


Secondly, In all Temptations maintain ſuch 


a Preſence of Mind as may enable you to 
reflect 


Philip, 4-13. 
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reflect upon the Reſolutions which you have 
formerly taken up againſt them, Commune 
with your own Hearts after this manner, 
Is not this the very Evil which, upon due 
Conſideration, we have ſo often vow'd ro 
forſake 2 How can we thus contradict our 
ſelves ? How ſhall we do this great Wick- 
edneſs, and fin againſt our Conſcience, our 
Baptiſmal Engagement, our Righteous Pur- 
—_ and our Holy, Juſt God, who keepeth 


his Promile for ever, 


Thirdly, When you. have taken a Reſo- 
lution to lead a more Chriſtian Life, ab- 
Rain, ar leaſt for a time, from the familiar 
Converſation of ſuch who account it a Crime 
not to be diſlolute, and endeavour, by 
mockery, to diſcourage all Seriouſneſs in Re- 
ligion, The prophane and ſcurrilous Breath 
of ſuch Men, who are of a Party for Vice, 
may drive back again that Diſeaſe, which 
was coming forth by Confeſon and Re- 
Pentance, 


Fourthly, 


Fourthly ; Think frequently of. the ſo- 
lemn Vow, Promiſe and Profeſſion which 
you made in Baptiſm, and renew it often 
in the Holy Communion. By it all worthy 
Partakers are ftrengthned and refreſh'd. 


Laſtly; Say net, All this we will do, 
though not now, .yet in a, convenient Sea- 
ſon. It may be that convenient Seaſon 
will never come; for who knows what a 
Day may bring forth? How fooliſh: are fach, 
and ignorant, 'who fay in &ffe&, We 're- 
ſolve to be good, bur not rifl it be tmore 
difficult to be ſo; not till Cuſtom in Sin 
hath hardned our Hearts, and ſtiffned our 
Necks into Inflexibiliry 2 0 ye Sons of Men, 
how long will ye love Vanity, and ſeek after 
Leaſing'* Imitate rather Holy ' David, and 
attend to his Words in the 119th Pſalm; 


I thought on wy Ways, and. turnad my Feet un- way 19. 
to thy Teſtimonies. I made haſte, and delayed NE 


not to keep thy Commandments, T have ſaid, | or 
fully determined] that I would keep thy Words. 
E Eialhy ; 


Finally; Let us pray unto Almighty God 
in. ſome ſach \Words as theſe ; ©© Lord, 
« we believe; :Lord, help our weak Be- 
&« lief. Lord, we refolve; Lord, ſtreng- 
« then our Holy Reſolutions. And, as 
« by thy Grace preventing us, thou doſt 
« put into our Hearts good Deſires and 
« Purpoſes; lo, by thy continual Help, 

make us able to bring the ſame to good 

Effet, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ; 

to whom, with the Father and the Ho- 

ly Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory now 
« and for ever. Amen. 
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